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           Investment Resources on a Zero Budget
As our patrons become increasingly concerned about financial security they look to saving and careful investment to increase a sense of wellbeing.

There are a multitude of books and Web sites available that seek to help individuals decide how to invest and how to keep current with investments.  

The following is a selected list of materials that can help. 

I am not advocating the use of any particular service – this is just a guide to available materials.

Investment guides may contain words and terms that are not readily understandable. For a good online guide check investorwords (link http://www.investorwords.com/)
Basic Investment Information

Encyclopedia of Finance 

http://www.ameritrade.com/education/html/encyclopedia/
This Web page is divided into 6 sections and then into units within each section.

Stock, for example, is further divided into: Why do companies issue stock? [image: image2.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.ameritrade.com/education/gifs/ffcc66.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image3.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://www.ameritrade.com/education/html/encyclopedia/tutorial1/t1_s3.html" Types of stocks

 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.ameritrade.com/education/gifs/ffcc66.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image4.png]
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 HYPERLINK "http://www.ameritrade.com/education/html/encyclopedia/tutorial1/t1_s4.html" Small, mid and large cap stocks; [image: image6.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.ameritrade.com/education/gifs/ffcc66.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image7.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://www.ameritrade.com/education/html/encyclopedia/tutorial1/t1_s5.html" Preferred vs. Common Stock; [image: image8.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.ameritrade.com/education/gifs/ffcc66.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image9.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://www.ameritrade.com/education/html/encyclopedia/tutorial1/t1_s6.html" Understanding Bull and Bear Markets; [image: image10.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.ameritrade.com/education/gifs/ffcc66.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image11.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://www.ameritrade.com/education/html/encyclopedia/tutorial1/t1_s7.html" Broker-Dealers, Specialists and Market-Makers; [image: image12.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.ameritrade.com/education/gifs/ffcc66.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image13.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://www.ameritrade.com/education/html/encyclopedia/tutorial1/t1_s8.html" Understanding a Stock Table; [image: image14.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.ameritrade.com/education/gifs/ffcc66.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image15.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.ameritrade.com/education/gifs/ffcc66.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image16.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://www.ameritrade.com/education/html/encyclopedia/tutorial1/t1_s9.html" Finding Stock Symbols, Quotes, Charts, and Earnings Estimates; [image: image17.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.ameritrade.com/education/gifs/ffcc66.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image18.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://www.ameritrade.com/education/html/encyclopedia/tutorial1/t1_s10.html" Initial Public Offerings; [image: image19.png]




 INCLUDEPICTURE "http://www.ameritrade.com/education/gifs/ffcc66.gif" \* MERGEFORMATINET [image: image20.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://www.ameritrade.com/education/html/encyclopedia/tutorial1/t1_s11.html" Buying And Selling Stocks.

Other sections include: Mutual Funds, Investment Strategies and Retirement Planning.

This page also links to a Guide to Online Investing. (http://www.ameritrade.com/education/html/guide/index.html) 
Investment Company Institute
http://www.ici.org/index.html
The Investment Company Institute (ICI) is the national association of U.S. investment companies.
This Web site contains a wealth of regularly updated full text publications and also statistics on investing.

Publications (Statements & Publications section) for Investor Education Resources include: A Guide to Understanding Mutual Funds, Questions You Should Ask Before You Invest in a Mutual Fund , A Guide to Mutual Funds, Guia de Fondos Mutuos, A Guide to Understanding 529 Plans……………… 
In the Research Publications section (listed under Statements & Publications) there is the 2005 Investment Company Fact Book (formerly Mutual Fund FactBook) and links to other publications. This site does not give information about individual funds but contains guides to investing and information on types of funds.
Specific Investment Information
Stocks/Mutual Funds
Researching company or fund information has been made easier by the Internet. There are several free resources but there are also databases available through NC LIVE. 
Business Source Elite (NC LIVE)

The Company directory contains 10,000 company profiles from Datamonitor. Many of these contain a SWOT (strengths, weaknesses, opportunities and threats) analysis.

Hoovers Company Capsules and Profiles (NC LIVE)

The capsule information is the same as that obtained free from http://www.hoovers.com
The profile information (about 5000 companies) is the fee based information from Hoovers. 
MSN.Money

http://moneycentral.msn.com/investor/home.asp
Information on stocks, mutual funds and other forms of investment. Along the tab section also click on Planning to find out about retirement, education funding, savings and insurance.  Another site much like this one comes from CNN at http://money.cnn.com/markets/data/index.html
Both sites have news, company reports calculators and more.
YAHOO FINANCE

http://finance.yahoo.com/
Stock Research at http://biz.yahoo.com/r/
Excellent quick company information plus links to more information including annual reports, SEC filings. …..Includes a stock screener (registration required).
This is an excellent starter site.
Mutual Fund Investors Center

http://www.mfea.com/
Here, you will find a large collection of mutual fund companies, website links, fund listings and exclusive planning, tracking and monitoring tools available on the Internet.

This site links to information on saving for college, retirement, IRAs etc. It is an excellent starting point for all investors. Check out the Getting Started section for guides e.g. How to Read a Prospectus
NC LIVE Databases

ABI/Inform Complete

Provides in-depth coverage of business and management publications through ABI/Inform Global and ABI/Inform Archive, local and regional business coverage through ABI/Inform Dateline, and trade journals through ABI/Inform Trade & Industry.

Use the pull down "Database" menu if you wish to search only one section of ABI/Inform Complete.  Includes full text of the Wall Street Journal.

Try searching a company (mutual fund) name using Company/Org in the drop down box of the advanced search.

Business Source Elite

Another full text database that links to articles.
In the advanced search use the drop down box to search by Company Entity.
Kiplinger Finance and Forecasts 

Kiplinger Finance and Forecasts provides full text access to all the Kiplinger personal finance business publications. 
These include: 

The Kiplinger Letter 
The Kiplinger Tax Letter 
Kiplinger's Retirement Report 
KiplingerForecasts
The publications offer news and perspectives on business, the economy, personal finance, regulation and legislation, public policy, and related issues.  
These are also indexed and full text in Business Source Elite.
Check out also the Kiplinger Book PDFs.  The books include some for business owners but also some for personal investors.
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