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Adobe Digital Editions: ADE is e-book reader software from Adobe Systems and uses Adobe
Flash. ADE is used for acquiring, managing, and reading e-books and other digital publications.
ADE software registered under an individual account may be loaded on up to six machines and

allows the user to access/view content on each of them.

Adobe EPUB E-books: Digital versions of print books that have been optimized for on-screen
reading. For use on PC or Mac; may be transferred to some portable devices and e-readers.
Adobe Flash Player required.

Adobe PDF E-books: Digital books for use on PC or Mac; may be transferred to some
portable devices and e-readers. Adobe Flash Player required.

Digital Rights Management: DRM is a way for publishers/creators to authorize the viewing of
copyrighted materials on a computer or portable device.

Downloading: The process of loading and saving files from an Internet site onto your own
computer or device.

E-book: The electronic counterpart of a printed book, which may be viewed or downloaded in
different ways, including on a desktop computer or laptop, e-book reader, or smartphone. In
OverDrive North Carolina Digital Library, E-books are available in three formats: Adobe EPUB,
Adobe PDF, and Mobipocket.

E-book reader, or E-reader: A hand-held device or software downloaded to a computer or
smartphone; allows users to store and read E-book titles. Examples: Amazon Kindle, Sony
Reader, Barnes & Noble Nook, Borders Kobo, and many more.

Format: The platform in which a downloadable E-book or E-audiobook file is accessible, such
as Adobe EPUB, Adobe PDF, WMA, MP3, etc. Users must check whether their portable device
is compatible with a particular format. If a device is incompatible with a format, the E-book file
will not play.

Kindle: E-reader through Amazon that is not currently compatible with OverDrive North
Carolina Digital Library. However, free titles from other sources may be downloaded to a
Kindle.

Kobo: E-reader through Borders that is compatible with OverDrive North Carolina Digital
Library’s EPUB and PDF e-books. Borders Desktop App required to download content and
transfer (“sideload”) to the Kobo e-reader.

Mobipocket eBooks: Digital books for use on Windows 2000 (or newer), as well as Windows
Mobile-based Smartphones and other PDAs. Mobipocket Reader is required; is a free
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download. When downloading Mobipocket Reader, must register the reader PID, or Personal
IDentifier.

Nook: E-readers through Barnes & Noble that are compatible with OverDrive North Carolina
Digital Library’s EPUB and PDF e-books, and MP3 e-audiobooks.

OverDrive: Library online service allowing participating customers to download E-books, E-
audiobooks, music, and video.

Sideloading: The process of transferring an e-book file between two devices, such as
downloading an e-book file to your computer, connecting your e-book reader to your computer,
and transferring (dragging and dropping) the file onto your reader.

Sony Reader: A line of E-readers through Sony that is compatible with OverDrive North
Carolina Digital Library’s EPUB and PDF e-books, and MP3 e-audiobooks. E-book files would
be downloaded to your computer first, then transferred (“sideloaded”) to the Sony Reader.


