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INTRODUCTION  -  The embedded librarian has been a hot trend in librarianship and much has 

been written about these modes of library instruction over the past decade.  A library literature 

search of the phrase in LISTA (Library, Information Science & Technology Abstracts) produced 

two hundred results many of which were published in the last few years.  Moreover ACRL just 

published a collections of essays this year on the subject entitle Embedded Librarians: moving 

beyond one-shot instruction edited by Cassandra Kvenild and Kaijsa Calkins.  The literature 

shows that the idea of “embedding” or integrating librarians into the university curriculum really 

goes back over twenty years and in recent years has taken on many manifestations “beyond the 

one-shot instruction” session.  Librarians may have a presence on a Course Management System 

(CMS - such as Blackboard or Moodle) webpage of a course, be interactive online with members 

of that course throughout the duration of the course, teach a unit of the course, partner on the 

entire course, have a physical presence in an academic department, or teach a full for-credit 

course within a department.    At my institution, Appalachian State University, librarians are 

involved at all these levels of the embedded librarian continuum and with students at all levels, 

from freshmen to graduate seminars.  We are especially involved in embedding librarians in the 

freshman seminar program linking specific librarians with instructors before the fall semester 

begins.  



My perspective today is that of a librarian embedded within an academic department to teach a 

for-credit course that specifically addresses the library research needs of students within that 

discipline.   I have taught a for-credit library research course for the past three years at 

Appalachian State University, a public comprehensive university that is part of the University of 

North Carolina system.  The one-credit, semester long course, Philosophy 2800, “Library 

Research for Philosophy Majors,” is required of all Philosophy majors and is a prerequisite to 

their final capstone research course. Drawing on my experience in developing and teaching this 

departmentally embedded course, I see the benefits and challenges related to this kind of 

embedded librarianship as well as understand the challenges librarians at other universities who 

teach similar kinds of courses have encountered. 

 

Why embed librarians in courses? 

Continual research support

Point of need

 Improves librarian’s effectiveness

 

Why embed librarians in courses 

1. Continual research support from an expert throughout  a course.  The research aspects of the 

course will develop more effectively within the context of the course 

2. Info lit instruction at points of need throughout  a course is more effective and meaningful for 

the student  



3. Improves librarian effectiveness by being involved in the teaching/learning process -  They are 

part of the learning process and better understand what the student needs  

 

Levels of Integrated Librarian 

Involvement

 

 

[GIVE SOME EXAMPLES FROM OTHER UNIVERISTIES IN THE LIT].   Overview of 

departmentally embedded for-credit library courses.  What are examples of institutions that have 

for-credit library courses within departments and how successful are they? 

A Library Course within a Department’s 

Curriculum
Example: PHL 2800

Library Research for Philosophy

 Credit course

 Required

 Subject-specific

 Address all ACRL compentencies

 

A Library Course within a Department’s Curriculum 
Example:   PHL 2800   Library Research for Philosophy 



Credit course (1 hr per week - 15 wks) 
Required for all majors before taking capstone 

Subject-specific resources & examples used 

Covers full range of research & info lit skills  
 (ACRL student Info Lit Competencies) 
 
ACRL Competency Standards: The information literate student… 

1. determines the extent of the information needed. 
2. accesses needed information effectively and efficiently. 
3. evaluates information and its sources critically and incorporates selected information into his 
or her knowledge base and value system. 
4. individually or as a member of a group, uses information effectively to accomplish a specific 
purpose. 
5. understands many of the economic, legal and social issues surrounding the use of 
information and accesses and uses information ethically and legally.  

 

Outline of the Philosophy Course

Kinds of scholarly resources
Evaluating web resources 
Specialized encyclopedias & dictionaries 
Primary vs. secondary
Popular vs. scholarly
Research Strategies 
Books– Overview, local & global sources
Articles – Overview, sources
Citation

…all in the context of philosophy

 

 



 

 

Pros 

Cons

Is Department-Specific Embed Right for You?

 

(How does this kind of course differ from other library instruction courses (one-shot 

bibliographic instruction, credit courses originating from the library, etc)?  What are the potential 

benefits 

 

 and inherent challenges associated with providing for-credit library research courses embedded 

within a specific discipline?   



 

What kinds of departments/programs may be better suited for a departmentally embedded 

course?   

2.      -- The steps in the collaborative process between a librarian and faculty of a department in 

deciding if an embedded course is right for a particular discipline or program followed by the 

process of getting the concept developed into a course of study. 

3.    --    Instruction, assessment and refinement of a for-credit departmentally embedded library course. 

4.  --  What is the future (challenges, pros & cons, and promises)  of  for-credit departmentally-

embedded library courses? 

 

 

 

 


